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Foreword from the Mayor of Greater Manchester and 10 
Local Authority Leaders  

Transport is central to our ambitions for a levelled-up Greater Manchester: improving 

access to economic opportunity, unlocking new sites for residential and commercial 

development, promoting improved health and wellbeing through active travel, and making 

ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎŀǊōƻƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŜŎƻƴomy.  

Levelling up and tackling decarbonisation are key agendas for this Government, and we 

believe they are fundamentally part of the same agenda. As part of our submission to the 

Spending Review we are proposing a Levelling Up Deal with Government with a London 

style transport system at its heart. It is only by investing in a low carbon intracity transport 

infrastructure that we can genuinely connect all GM residents to the many economic 

opportunities that exist clustered in a conurbation like Greater Manchester ς and that 

connection is vital to Levelling Up. Fundamentally we believe that, with appropriate 

investment from CRSTS, we can make rapid progress towards delivering such connections 

over the next three years and therefore deliver substantial transport improvements, carbon 

reductions and levelling up over the same time period.  Our CRSTS pipeline focuses on 

supporting delivery of our right-mix targets for 2030, with an ambition for at least an 

additional 400,000 additional trips every day by cycling and walking, and a 12% increase in 

public transport trips over that period. 

But we are not just asking the Government for investment ς we are also offering to take 

responsibility and public accountability for delivering the levelling up and carbon reduction 

outcomes we agree with Government, that such transport investment will achieve. 

Over the past fifteen years, through devolved partnership working with Government, 

underpinned by significant local funding commitments, Greater Manchester has laid firm 

foundations for an integrated transport system. Today, as the first city region to take 

forward plans for bus franchising, with the largest cycling and walking network in 

development in the UK, we are uniquely placed to work in partnership with Government to 

deliver the first truly integrated transport system outside of London ς the Bee Network. 
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The Bee Network will be a cornerstone of our joint mission with Government to level-up the 

towns and cities of Greater Manchester and significantly cut our carbon emissions: a fully 

integrated London-style transport system which will join together buses, trams, cycling and 

walking by 2024, with commuter rail incorporated by 2030. It will transform how people 

travel in Greater Manchester: accessible, affordable, equitable and easy to use, with a daily 

fare cap and multi-modal ticketing to facilitate seamless end-to-end journeys within the city 

region. World class safety and world class customer experience standards will be demanded 

across bus, tram, rail, taxi and private hire, supported with real time passenger information 

and audio-visual announcements. The Bee, a long-established regional emblem, will become 

the promise of a high-quality transport experience. 

By designing and delivering public transport as one system with local control and 

accountability, supported by investment in our infrastructure and services through the City 

Region Sustainable Transport Settlement and the Bus Services Improvement Plan, the Bee 

Network will enable Greater Manchester to make a vital contribution to the national 

challenges of decarbonisation and levelling up, while also ensuring a more efficient and 

resilient city region economy that creates opportunities for all of our residents 

Our CRSTS Prospectus sets out how we will progress our integration objectives by investing 

in infrastructure and creating vital connections between our towns and cities over the next 

five years, including: 

¶ investing in transport corridors into, within and between our major population and 

employment centres and growth locations;  

¶ sustaining the momentum in DaΩǎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ active travel and supporting 

levelling up via town and city centre regeneration and opening up growth locations;  

¶ improving the physical accessibility, performance and integration of our overall 

public transport system to make it a more attractive proposition for everyone; 

¶ decarbonising our transport fleets, in particular by enabling a rapid transition to 

electrification of bus and car fleets; 

¶ maximising the local economic benefits of national and international connectivity 

created by HS2 and associated projects;  
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¶ maintaining existing transport networks to ensure they offer an excellent level of 

service to everyone travelling in Greater Manchester; and 

¶ continuing the improvement of connections into the regional centre as the main 

employment and economic hub and strengthening connections across the city region 

within and between our town centres. 

Critical to this integrated network are our buses, which make up three quarters of all public 

transport journeys. Whilst franchising gives us a platform and the keys to the system, our 

buses need investment after 18 months of uncertainty and 25 years of decline. Our vision is 

for a bus system that is fully integrated with our Metrolink and rail services, connecting our 

communities with fast, high quality, connections that are fully accessible to all. We will also 

ǳǎŜ ŦǊŀƴŎƘƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΩǎ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ǊŜǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ 

50% of the current fossil fuelled fleet with new, zero emission electric vehicles, equipped 

with high quality passenger information and audio-visual announcements.  

Our Prospectus identifies 50km of new Quality Bus Transit corridors as an immediate 

investment priority, complementing the existing 200km, that will safeguard priority for 

buses and their passengers across our Key Route Network. This will also deliver over 50km 

of new LTN 1/20 compliant active travel infrastructure and open up more of the active 

travel network to communities across Greater Manchester as well as enhancing around 

2,000 bus stops and the quality of public space at key destinations, supporting seamless 

journeys across modes.  

However, high quality bus infrastructure is only one part of a transformed bus system. By 

harnessing the benefits of the franchised model, our Bus Services Improvement Plan will set 

out how, in partnership with government, we can strengthen the reach, affordability, 

integration and accessibility of bus services, wƛǘƘ ΨǘǳǊƴ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ƎƻΩ ǎǘȅƭŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜΣ 

affordable and easier journeys, properly integrated with Metrolink through a single ticket 

and simple, capped fares. 

This first City Region Sustainable Transport Settlement provides an opportunity to work in a 

new, closer partnership with Government in pursuit of shared objectives and to inform how 

city region transport should be funded and delivered for the long-term.  
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We would like to promote this as part of a new deal between Greater Manchester and 

Government, working together on a joint mission to transform our economic potential in an 

equitable and sustainable manner, but with clear accountability held locally for achieving 

transformative decarbonisation and levelling up. Building on this, we will: 

¶ Continually assess all our projects throughout their development and design to 

ensure that carbon benefits are maximised; 

¶ wŜǾƛŜǿ DaΩǎ wƛƎƘǘ aƛȄ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ ƛƴ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ around what is 

necessary to meet our shared decarbonisation and levelling up ambitions; 

¶ Publish a Road Danger Reduction Action Plan which sets out the scale of funding 

required for an increase in roads policing; and 

¶ Commit to meeting Bus Back Better and LTN1/20 design standards within all our 

projects and schemes. 

In addition, we ŀǊŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǘƻ YŜȅ 

Route Networks in city regions. This Prospectus demonstrates our commitment to the 

delivery of bus priority and active travel on our KRN; and we will set out our views in our 

response to the consultation. 

We are excited to demonstrate how, through long term devolved settlements that combine 

these investment proposals with our Bus Service Improvement Plan and wider proposals for 

housing, skills, innovation, infrastructure and regeneration, the Government and Greater 

Manchester can together deliver tangible levelling-up and take decisive climate action with 

a world class transport system for our 2.8 million residents. 
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1 Strategic Case 

1.1 GM Strategic Planning Framework 

The Greater Manchester partners have worked collectively and with Government to develop 

a vision for decarbonisation, levelling up, growth and inclusion through our progressive 

partnership for devolution. This approach is enshrined in a comprehensive set of long-term 

integrated strategic plans with clear commitments to these outcomes.  The CRSTS will 

provide crucial funding to support the delivery of these plans, with a specific focus on 

bringing forward investments set out in our Five Year Transport Delivery Plan (2021-26)1 

(part of our adopted Local Transport Plan). 

The overarching strategic plan is the Greater Manchester Strategy, which sets out our city-

ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ comprehensive ambitions for health, wellbeing, work and jobs, housing, transport, 

skills, training and economic growth.  All our strategic plans have been developed to support 

the Greater Manchester Strategy vision ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ άone of the best places in the world to 

grow up, get on and grow oldέ.    

All ten Greater Manchester local authorities, and the GMCA, have committed to achieving 

carbon neutrality by 2038. The Greater Manchester Five Year Environment Plan1 was 

launched in 2019 and includes priorities for improving our air quality and reducing transport 

emissions, including reducing the distance we need to travel, increasing the use of 

sustainable modes, and transitioning to zero-emission vehicles.  It highlights the need to 

reduce carbon emissions by an average of 15% p.a.  The environment plan is supported by 

the Greater Manchester Clean Air Plan2, which includes the launch of a Greater 

Manchester-wide Clean Air Zone in May 2022 and is supported by a very significant 

evidence base on the problems and proposed solutions to air pollution in GM3.  

                                                      

1 https://www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/media/1986/5-year-plan-branded_3.pdf 

2 https://cleanairgm.com/ 

3 https://cleanairgm.com/technical-documents 

https://tfgm.com/our-five-year-transport-delivery-plan
https://www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/media/1986/5-year-plan-branded_3.pdf
https://cleanairgm.com/
https://cleanairgm.com/technical-documents
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The Places for Everyone Joint Development Plan Document 2021 (the PfE Plan)4 is a spatial 

plan that sets out strategic land use and planning policies for nine of the ten Greater 

Manchester local authorities covering the period up to 2037 which, alongside the emerging 

Local Plan for Stockport, will set the spatial framework for Greater Manchester. The PfE Plan 

focuses on: maximising the use of brownfield land; enabling boroughs to collectively meet 

their Local Housing Need; supporting travel to urban centres; strengthening wider strategies 

around clean air, walking, cycling, and public transport; and supporting our ambition to be a 

carbon neutral city-region by 2038. The PfE Plan anticipates investment by developers to 

improve the local transport network in the vicinity of development sites alongside public 

investment in our wider transport network. 

The PfE Plan has been prepared in a carefully co-ordinated way with the refreshed Greater 

Manchester Transport Strategy 2040 (GMTS 2040) and our Five Year Transport Delivery 

Plan (2021-26)5 which, together, form our statutory Local Transport Plan, and which were 

adopted by the GMCA and endorsed by all ten Greater Manchester local authorities in 

January 2021. Our LTP draws on a range of local evidence on current and potential future 

trends which is set out in our GM Transport Strategy 2040 evidence base report6.  

Our Five-Year Transport Delivery Plan sets out the practical actions planned to deliver our 

long-term ambitions and to deliver our άwight Mixέ target, which is for at least 50% of all 

trips in GM to be made by active travel and public transport by 2040. We have developed 

our pipeline of transport investments to complement the growth locations set out in the PfE 

Plan and emerging Local Plans. The Delivery Plan is clear that we need to prioritise 

investment which supports: becoming a carbon neutral city region by 2038; improving air 

quality; supporting economic growth and recovery from the Covid-19 pandemic; tackling 

social exclusion; and helping to deliver housing and employment growth.  

                                                      

4 https://www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning-and-housing/places-for-
everyone/ 

5 https://tfgm.com/our-five-year-transport-delivery-plan 

6 https://tfgm.com/strategy-supporting-documents 

https://tfgm.com/our-five-year-transport-delivery-plan
https://tfgm.com/our-five-year-transport-delivery-plan
https://www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning-and-housing/places-for-everyone/
https://www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning-and-housing/places-for-everyone/
https://tfgm.com/our-five-year-transport-delivery-plan
https://tfgm.com/strategy-supporting-documents
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Central to achieving our Right Mix target is the establishment of the Bee Network: a fully 

integrated London-style sustainable transport network, which allows people to travel 

seamlessly across the city-region on buses, trams and trains, as well as by walking or cycling. 

The ambition for the active travel component ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŜŜ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ DaΩǎ adopted 

Local Cycling and Walking Implementation Plan Change a Region to Change a Nation7, 

which builds on the GM Transport CommissionerΩǎ Made to Move report and aligns with 

5Ŧ¢Ωǎ άGear Changeέ Strategy.   

Achieving our Bee Network ambitions will also require major reform of our bus system.  In 

future, it is our intention that DaΩǎ ōǳǎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ǌǳƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ ŦǊŀƴŎƘƛǎŜŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ, which 

uniquely places us to level ǳǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ΨǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘΩ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ 

integration between buses and the rest of the transport system. It will also help us to 

decarbonise transport by promoting attractive sustainable transport choices and setting 

environmental standards for a green bus fleet. We will deliver Bus Reform in alignment with 

DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ .ǳǎ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅΣ .ǳǎ .ŀŎƪ .ŜǘǘŜǊ, with more detail set out in our 

forthcoming local Bus Service Improvement Plan (BSIP).  

The active travel and bus elements of the Bee Network will be delivered using the principles 

set out in our new Streets for All Strategy (due to be adopted by GMCA in September 2021), 

which is a more holistic and people-focused approach to designing and managing our 

highways network.  Our Streets for All Vision is as follows: We will ensure that our streets 

are welcoming, green, and safe spaces for all people, enabling more travel by walking, 

cycling and using public transport while creating thriving places that support local 

communities and businesses.  It sets out an overarching set of principles which will require 

more priority to be given to public transport and active travel on many of our GM streets.  

Further detail on Streets for All is provided in Section 2.    

                                                      

7https://activetravel.tfgm.com/publications-and-downloads/ 

 

https://assets.ctfassets.net/xfhv954w443t/1BtOhooOFrD938D3JvvNSD/0035db2634e53de82329b5370b59e019/19-1950_Bee_Network_delivery_plan-style_-_website_version.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/xfhv954w443t/3jT3fDcFNiDC2Pkh9be8g8/9d00b504c11607a2a832eaeb8cf51dbe/Made_to_move.pdf
https://tfgm.com/our-buses
https://activetravel.tfgm.com/publications-and-downloads/
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1.2 GM CRSTS Ambitions  

¢ƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ the /w{¢{ ŀǊŜ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ŀƭƛƎƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ DaΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ 

objectives, as derived from the strategic planning process set out above.  Taken together, 

these have been used to develop the following GM ambitions for the CRSTS funding: 

A. To support sustainable travel choices through ƳŀƧƻǊ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ά.ŜŜ 

bŜǘǿƻǊƪέ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƪŜȅ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ and levelling up our town and city 

centres; 

B. To decarbonise our transport fleets; 

C. To maximising the long-term sustainable growth impact of HS2; and 

D. To maintain and manage the performance of our existing transport network. 

hǳǊ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƪŜȅ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŀƴŘ 

regeneration, levelling up and decarbonisation with an anticipated mode shift away from 

private cars by improving the attractiveness of public transport and active travel through 

roll-out of the Bee Network. The proposals here will improve access for over 1 million 

people, with around two-thirds of those from the most deprived communities, and with 

every 1% reduction in car travel in GM equating to the equivalent of around 25,000 tonnes 

CO2 saving per annum. 

The proposals in this prospectus will, as a minimum, deliver the following key outputs: 

¶ Delivery of 50km of Quality Bus Transit including at least 50km of Active Travel 

network to LTN1/20 standards, with a focus on building an orbital London-style 

transport network between our major town centres with significantly more road 

space dedicated to active and public transport.  This will be supported by a wider 

programme of bus route upgrades focused on major growth areas; 

¶ Helping to regenerate our city and town centres by delivering sustainable travel 

accessibility improvements into and within our centres with 15 proposed town 

centre Streets for All schemes, and a further 14 proposed Streets for All corridor 

schemes (targeted at growth areas);  

¶ Completing the delivery of the first phase of committed aŀȅƻǊΩǎ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ CǳƴŘ 

active travel Bee Network schemes, which will deliver 140 miles of network plus 21 
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active neighbourhoods, when complete, including 34 GM developed Cyclops 

junctions and over 50 other crossings; 

¶ A transformational package of improvements to public transport passenger facilities 

including: a new carbon neutral multi-modal interchange in Bury town centre; 

developing proposals for at least 10 multi-modal travel hubs; step-free access at 

seven more GM rail stations; development of a new station and travel hub at 

Golborne; upgrade of a number of existing first generation Metrolink stops; and 

development of new Metrolink and guided busway stop proposals to serve potential 

major new development locations (subject to allocation in the PfE Plan); 

¶ Kickstarting the next wave of Metrolink Extensions with the Airport Terminal 2 

scheme and development of options for future extensions (with a focus on 

improving connectivity to Middleton/Northern Gateway, Stockport and Salford 

Crescent/Media City), plus delivery of the first of the next generation of ultra-low 

emission Metrolink vehicles; 

¶ Delivering connectivity enhancements so that a wider population catchment can 

access HS2 ready rail stations at Piccadilly, Manchester Airport, Stockport and Wigan 

by sustainable modes, thereby increasing the impact of high-speed rail investment 

and supporting the delivery of tens of thousands of new jobs and homes; 

¶ Providing the necessary infrastructure to ensure that 50% of our bus fleet will be 

electric by 2027 which would deliver around 43,000 tonnes CO2 tailpipe emissions 

saving per annum, plus provision of match-funding to support the delivery of public 

Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure (including match-funding for up to 190 rapid 

chargers for taxis and private hire vehicles; new community charging hubs in priority 

locations; and chargers for electric car clubs); and 

¶ Addressing maintenance and network management priorities on our local roads and 

Key Route Network, with around ул ƪƳ ƻŦ DaΩǎ Ywb ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ 

standard of repair plus safety critical and ongoing maintenance to our Metrolink 

network, plus investment in a next generation άL¢{ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǘŀ LƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ 

tƭŀǘŦƻǊƳέ and supporting digital monitoring equipment to improve the safety, 

sustainability and resilience of our highways network. 
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1.3 GM Transport Context and Impact of Covid 

Greater Manchester is a city region with a densely populated urban core (focused on the 

area within the M60 orbital motorway) surrounded by a diverse mix of towns and major 

employment, education, hospital and leisure destinations, which generate highly complex 

travel patterns across the conurbation and to and from neighbouring areas. Prior to the 

pandemic, nearly 6 million trips were made by residents every day across our transport 

system, with 60% of these trips made by car8.  

COVID-19 has had a profound short-term impact on travel patterns in GM and the long-term 

effects are still largely unknown. Metrolink and rail patronage remains at only c.50% of pre-

Covid levels; whilst buses are performing a little better and carrying about three-quarters of 

pre-COVID passenger numbers. Active travel continues to be popular, with walking and 

cycling levels consistently higher than before the pandemic.  

However, traffic flows on our highways network are almost back to pre-pandemic levels and 

there is an ongoing concern about the impact that a car-led recovery could have on our 

ability to meet our local ambitions for air quality, carbon reduction, congestion and 

regenerating and growing our local centres. 

Therefore, the need for us to reach clear and decisive agreement with the Government on a 

shared commitment to achieving a London-style travel offer is greater than ever. GM has 

developed a series of post-COVID travel scenarios to support our strategic planning activities 

and our vision-led, adaptive planning approach to achieving the Right Mix (which involves 

reviewing progress and modifying our actions accordingly) has become even more relevant 

in the context of the current uncertainty we face. We will continue to test and refine our 

CRSTS pipeline to ensure it is robust in the face of future travel scenarios. We see the 

opportunity offered by the CRSTS mechanism as a crucial one in better shaping the future in 

the interests of our most deprived communities today and for the sake of the generations of 

residents who will follow.  

                                                      

8 https://tfgm.com/trads 

https://tfgm.com/trads
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2 GM CRSTS Proposals 

2.1 Overview of GM CRSTS Proposals 

Greater Manchester has a unique track record in committing local funding in partnership 

with Government for investment in locally prioritised sustainable transport infrastructure, 

to support delivery at scale and at pace. This Prospectus builds on the ground-breaking 

¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ CǳƴŘ όάDa¢Cέύ: a c.£3 billion capital investment programme (jointly funded 60% 

by Government and 40% from GM local contributions) which represented the largest 10-

year local transport programme outside London. The delivery programme has continued in 

recent years through the Growth Deal, Transforming Cities Fund programme and Active 

Travel funding, but at a lower level of investment than GMTF. CRSTS represents an 

opportunity to build upon these foundations to make a step-change investment in GM 

transport in the interests of our shared objectives for growth, levelling up and 

decarbonisation. 

The GM 2040 transport pipeline, as set out in the 2040 Delivery Plan, has formed the 

starting point for prioritising the investments within this CRSTS Prospectus. The Delivery 

Plan uses maps to illustrate those necessary transport interventions and their phasing in the 

delivery process. Map 2 of the Five Year Transport Delivery Plan sets out over £3 billion of 

interventions which could be developed and delivered in the next five years. Starting with 

Map 2 and the ten place-based Local Implementation Plans (appended to the Five Year 

Delivery Plan); and taking account of the upper funding limit for CRSTS of £1,190 million, we 

have specifically drawn out those interventions with the greatest potential to be delivered 

by 2027 and which align most fully with the CRSTS objectives.  

The proposals in this submission have been developed through several years of strategic 

planning through a partnership between Transport for Greater Manchester and the ten GM 

Local Authorities (as local Highway Authorities and promoters of local schemes). They 

represent the most deliverable and most impactful level of investment within the given 

funding envelope. In total these proposals represent a £1,360 million investment 

programme (£1,190 million CRSTS funding matched by £170 million local contribution) and 

are summarised in the map below. The following sections set out the detail of our proposals 

and the prioritisation process we followed to develop them.  
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As per the CRSTS guidance, the required Annexes (B, C & D), and further supporting 

information ƻƴ DaΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ are being 

shared directly with Government. Once Government has reviewed our proposals and 

ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ DaΩǎ /w{¢{ ōǳŘƎŜǘΣ Da will publish a detailed CRSTS Plan setting out the 

proposals and delivery arrangements in more detail. 

 

2.2 Summary of proposals and how we have prioritised them 

Considering each of the GM CRSTS Ambitions from section 1.2 in turn, the following seven 

specific CRSTS transport funding priorities were developed to prioritise the £1,360 million 

programme from the £3 billion Delivery Plan pipeline of deliverable schemes: 

GM CRSTS Ambitions Transport Funding Priority 

A. Supporting sustainable 

travel choices through 

major enhancements to 

ƻǳǊ ά.ŜŜ bŜǘǿƻǊƪέ 

focused on key growth 

locations and levelling 

To create momentum behind our ambitions for bus priority and 

Quality Bus Transit  (including stops) in-line with a London-style 

Public Transport network 

To support levelling up via town centre and city regeneration and 

opening up growth locations with Streets for All measures, including 

sustaining momentum in active travel investment. 
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GM CRSTS Ambitions Transport Funding Priority 

up our town and city 

centres  
To improve the quality and accessibility of our Bee Network 

passenger facilities to deliver a seamless, safe travel experience for 

all 

To kick start the next wave of Metrolink extensions with the Airport 

Terminal 2 scheme and development work on the priorities for 

future extensions  

B. Decarbonising our 

transport fleets 
To make a step change in the electrification of the transport fleet 

C. Maximising the long-

term sustainable 

growth impact of HS2 

To secure stable funding for the development of HS2 growth area 

local transport connectivity  

D. Maintaining and 

managing the 

performance of our 

existing transport 

networks: 

To address maintenance and network management priorities 

focusing on local streets and the Key Route Network (KRN) and 

safety and operationally critical renewals to our light rail network 

Metrolink 

2.3 The CRSTS Proposals as part of the wider funding landscape 

Our core CRSTS proposals form a £1,360 million investment programme: £1,190 million of 

funding provided from Central Government via the CRSTS, supplemented by £170 million of 

local contribution provided by GM. Government has asked City Regions to provide 15%-20% 

local match for the elements of the CRSTS funding that support new capital enhancements: 

DaΩǎ ϻмтл Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ responds to that in full and provides a 20% match. 

There is also potential for a further £37 million of investment to be provided by third parties 

and developers, particularly for local Streets for All schemes in growth locations and town 

centres. More importantly, this forms part of a wider programme of investment drawing in 

other funding sources (potentially over £400 million) for example from BSIP, Levelling Up 

Fund and Active Travel Capital Funding. In total the £1,360 million CRSTS investment 

programme represents the cornerstone of a potential wider investment package of over 

£1,800 million. 
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CRSTS Pipeline as part of wider GM Pipeline

Programme
CRSTS

Funding

Local

Contribution

CRSTS

Total

Developer

Contribution

Other 

Funding

Pipeline

Total

Bus Programme £184m £80m £264m £270m £534m

Bus Priority Package £30m £30m £30m

Corridor Upgrades Package £21m £21m £21m

BRT Package £2m £2m £2m

Quality Bus Corridors Package £106m £106m £106m

Depots Package £80m £80m £80m

Electric Bus Package £25m £25m £270m £295m

Active Travel Programme £63m £63m £100m £163m

Active Travel Package £63m £63m £63m

Streets for All Programme £209m £209m £24m £233m

Town Centre Schemes Package £105m £105m £10m £115m

Corridor Schemes Package £91m £91m £14m £105m

Integrated Network Package £13m £13m £13m

Rail Programme £49m £49m £1m £0m £50m

Access for All Package £20m £20m £20m

Station Improvements Package £7m £7m £1m £8m

New Stations Package £22m £22m £22m

Stops & Interchanges Programme £82m £20m £102m £12m £50m £164m

Interchanges Package £45m £45m £45m

Travel / Mobility Hubs Package £31m £31m £12m £50m £93m

Stop Improvements Package £26m £26m £26m

Future Metrolink Programme £116m £29m £145m £6m £151m

New Metrolink Extensions Package £67m £67m £67m

Tram Train Package £78m £78m £6m £84m

HS2 Programme £125m £125m £38m £163m

HS2 Piccadilly Connectivity Package £86m £86m £86m

HS2 Airport Connectivity Package £14m £14m £14m

HS2 Stockport Connectivity Package £15m £15m £38m £52m

HS2 Wigan Connectivity Package £11m £11m £11m

Metrolink Renewals Programme £21m £41m £62m £62m

Metrolink Renewals Package £21m £41m £62m £62m

Highway Maintenance Programme £238m £238m £238m

Core Highway Maintenance Package £175m £175m £175m

Bus Renewals Maintenance Package £13m £13m £13m

Strategic Maintenance Package £50m £50m £50m

Minor Works and Road Safety Programme £104m £104m £104m

Minor Works and Road Safety Package £104m £104m £104m

£1,190m £170m £1,360m £37m £464m £1,860m

Proposals to address maintenance priorities focusing on the Key Route Network (KRN) and safety and operationally 

critical renewals to our light rail network Metrolink

Proposals to create momentum behind our ambitions for bus priority and QBT (including stops) in-line with a London-

style Public Transport network and make a step change in the electrification of the transport fleet

Proposals to support levelling up via town centre regeneration and opening up growth locations with Streets for All 

measures, including sustaining momentum in active travel investment.

Proposals to improve the quality and accessibility of our Bee Network passenger facilities to deliver a seamless, safe 

travel experience for all

Proposals to kick start the next wave of Metrolink extensions with the Airport Terminal 2 scheme and development 

work on the priorities for future extensions 

Proposals for the development of HS2 growth area local transport connectivity  extensions 
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2.4 Proposals to create momentum behind our ambitions for bus, and to 
make a step change in the electrification of the fleet 

Our CRSTS proposals for bus include £264 million of investment in bus infrastructure, 

including £80 million of local contribution for bus depots as part of DaΩǎ bus franchising 

plans, which sits alongside parallel BSIP proposals for £270 million investment in 

electrification of the GM Bus fleet (with further investment from Electricity North West to 

support network capacity) and new significant BSIP revenue funding asks for new services, 

and integrated fares, ticketing and information initiatives.  

Buses have a vital role to play in delivering our Bee Network vision.  We need a fully 

integrated, high-quality and inclusive ά[ƻƴŘƻƴ-ǎǘȅƭŜέ bus system that provides good access 

to opportunity and that represents (when seamlessly integrated with Metrolink, rail and 

active travel networks) an attractive alternative to car travel. Transformational 

improvements to bus provision (which is by far the most used mode of public transport in 

GM) will enable us to deliver swiftly against all of our key goals and are therefore front and 

centre in our CRSTS proposals.   

The full scale of our commitment and approach to improving bus services across the City 

Region will be set out in Greater ManchesterΩǎ Bus Service Improvement Plan (BSIP) (to be 

published in autumn 2021), which we are developing in collaboration with bus operators 

and local authorities to achieve a shared vision for bus based on seven key themes: 

Å Strengthened Services ǘƻ ŀ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ΨǘǳǊƴ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ƎƻΩ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴŎȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ network 

density similar to that in London serving key destinations; 

Å London-style Fares and Ticketing that make journeys more affordable for all with 

attractively priced and simply structured fares; 

Å Information that is readily available, live and up to date, clear and multi-modal and 

integrated with the purchase of travel; 

Å Integrated Customer Experience supported by a Customer Charter, with passenger 

security a particular focus; 

Å Bee Network Bus fleet of accessible, zero emission high quality buses; 

Å Infrastructure based on a significant increase in bus priority, including Quality Bus 

Transit on main corridors and ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭ ƻŦ ŎƻƴƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ ΨƘƻǘǎǇƻǘǎΩ ŦƻǊ ōǳǎŜǎ which 
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will fully incorporate active travel measures alongside investment in bus passenger 

waiting facilities; and 

Å Network Management that prioritises bus passenger journey times and reliability. 

The proposals set out here have been designed to add significant value to the ongoing 

programme of Bus Franchising. They will be vital in improving the reach of bus across the 

conurbation, reducing transport emissions and helping to integrate all public transport 

modes into an attractive, unified and easy to use network.  

A key component of the CRSTS programme is transforming the bus offer through whole 

corridor bus priority packages and Quality Bus Transit schemes; accompanied by significant 

enhancements to walking and cycling provision through these corridors (delivered in line 

with Streets for All principles). The proposed interventions across our KRN in the CRSTS 

programme will seek to reallocate road space through these corridors away from general 

traffic and towards buses and active travel to enable us to deliver the full benefits of these 

schemes, in line with the ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ 5Ŧ¢Ωǎ .ǳǎ .ŀŎƪ .ŜǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ DŜŀǊ /ƘŀƴƎŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎΦ  

The CRSTS funding would allow us to develop and deliver 50km of Quality Bus Transit 

corridors to enhance orbital connectivity between key towns such as Wigan and Bolton, 

Bury, Rochdale, Oldham and Ashton, and onwards to Stockport; with a new Quality Bus 

Transit link between Salford Crescent and MediaCityUK within the Regional Centre. Through 

delivering Quality Bus Transit we will also deliver over 50km of new LTN 1/20 compliant 

active travel infrastructure and open up more of the active travel network to communities 

across Greater Manchester as well as enhancing around 2,000 bus stops and the quality of 

public space at key destinations, supporting seamless journeys, in particular between active 

travel, bus, Metrolink and rail. 

Quality Bus Transit Corridors aim to create a step-change in the experience of taking the bus 

for local journeys, and for access to the rapid transit network and town centres. These 

corridors will be delivered through whole-route upgrades of key bus routes, transforming 

connections between local centres. There will be a strong focus on journey quality, 

reliability and integration of bus into an attractive urban realm. Quality Bus Transit will 

include bus priority measures, attractive and comfortable waiting areas, and creation of a 

more attractive urban realm that will encourage the high-density land-uses that bus travel 
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facilitates. Attention will also be paid to improving access to bus stops from homes and 

destinations, with plans to upgrade around 2,000 bus stops over the next 5 years alongside 

enhancements to the surrounding walking and cycling networks.  

We have also identified opportunities to enhance bus connectivity to existing communities 

close to potential growth areas, through our Bus Corridor Upgrade packages, such as the 

Victoria North to Northern Gateway bus corridor, linking two of our most significant 

strategic growth points; key corridors into Manchester city centre; and Altrincham-

Carrington and Sale West to Broadheath bus schemes. The CRSTS proposals for bus include 

improvements to the routing and terminus provision in the city centre which will improve 

journey time reliability, bus passenger facilities, active travel and the public realm, 

supporting delivery of our City Centre Transport Strategy.   

In parallel with the investment in bus infrastructure noted above, we are also pursuing an 

ŀƳōƛǘƛƻǳǎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŦȅ рл҈ ƻŦ DaΩǎ ōǳǎ ŦƭŜŜǘ ōȅ 2027. This will require co-ordinated 

investment from the CRSTS, BSIP, Electricity North West and Bus Operators. Within the 

CRSTS our proposals will allocate funding to provide vehicle charging infrastructure in 

depots, supported by investment from Electricity North West in the power network, 

supplemented by a c£270 million investment in electric bus fleet from BSIP, alongside a 

further c£10 million of improvements to modernise vehicles in the form of on-bus 

audio/visual passenger announcements.  

Transport Funding 

Priority 

Impact on CRSTS Objectives 

Growth /  Productivity Levelling Up Decarbonisation 

To create momentum 

behind our ambitions 

for bus priority and 

Quality Bus Transit 

(including stops) as 

part of the London-

style Public Transport 

network 

VV 

Connects key growth 

locations, journey 

time and reliability 

improvements 

improve connectivity 

to jobs, housing and 

services 

VVV 

Major focus on 

connecting our towns 

(particularly in the 

North of the 

conurbation) which 

are key locations for 

employment and 

services and vital for 

levelling up 

VVV 

A transformed bus 

service is critical to 

support low-carbon 

lifestyles and 

delivering the right 

mix.  
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Transport Funding 

Priority 

Impact on CRSTS Objectives 

Growth /  Productivity Levelling Up Decarbonisation 

To make a step 

change in the 

electrification of the 

transport fleet 

V 

Less noisy, polluting 

vehicles will make 

town and city centres 

more attractive places 

for investment. 

VV 

Reduces the air 

pollution impacts on 

most deprived 

communities. 

VVV 

Hugely important 

contribution 

(alongside parallel 

BSIP proposals) to 

ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŦȅ рл҈ ƻŦ DaΩǎ 

bus fleet with major 

impact on 

decarbonising 

transport 

2.5 Proposals to support levelling up via town and city centre regeneration 
and opening up growth locations with Streets for All measures, including 
sustaining momentum in active travel investment. 

Our CRSTS proposals include £210 million of investment in a Streets for All Programme to 

deliver local priority schemes in key growth locations.  This will have a strong focus on place-

based regeneration, support for housing delivery and business investment, and a focus on 

enabling more travel by the sustainable transport modes, in support of our right mix 

ambitions. 

Ψ{ǘǊŜŜǘǎ ŦƻǊ !ƭƭΩ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ Řƻ ƻƴ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ƛƴ 

Greater Manchester.  It is a more holistic approach to the delivery of street infrastructure 

that sets out clearer priorities for different street types and for different users, to better 

balance their role in moving vehicles with the needs of local communities and businesses.  

Streets for All places a strong emphasis on reducing traffic and road danger and on 

improving the environment for pedestrians, cyclists and public transport users. This people-

centred approach to street design and road network management is needed to level up the 

transport network; to support growth and productivity; enable us to meet our 

decarbonisation targets and address the challenges that GM residents face: lack of daily 

exercise, poor air quality, road danger and delays due to overcrowded public transport and 

congested roads.  

The Streets for All Strategy is due to be adopted by GMCA in September 2021 and identifies 

five main street types in Greater Manchester: 
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This priority CRSTS programme focuses on destination places, active neighbourhoods, high 

streets and connector roads. Other areas of this CRSTS submission, in particular the bus 

programme, focus on our high streets and connector roads. 

DǊŜŀǘŜǊ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǘƻǿƴ and city centres are essential to supporting our local economies 

and the quality of life of our residents as well as to driving low-carbon lifestyles. 

Transforming these places will be key to levelling up the economy across Greater 

Manchester. Regenerating, and re-populating town centres maximises the potential to 

reduce travel demand and shift travel to more sustainable modes by making it easier for 

more people to access the services and activities they need locally by walking, cycling and 

using public transport (building on the 15-minute neighbourhood concept).  

Many of the schemes within the Town Centre Package complement previously secured 

funding (such as Future High Streets Fund) or funding bids (such as Levelling Up Fund bids), 

to ensure value for money is maximised. The CRSTS proposals range from high profile 

Streets for All schemes in some of our destination streets in the city centre (such as 

Deansgate car-free scheme) and town centres (such as Stockport Town Centre West 

accessibility package and the Accessible Oldham Connectivity package); through to local 

improvements on high streets in towns which require levelling-up, such as Radcliffe, 

Middleton and Farnworth, Bolton, Bury, Ramsbottom, Heywood, Littleborough and Salford. 

S
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The Corridor Schemes Package supports economic growth by focusing on improving our 

connector roads between our town and city centres as well as other key trip destinations 

and growth locations.  We want to make our connector roads work better for moving 

people (by public transport and active travel) and also goods, so they reach their 

destinations on time and with minimal impact on local communities. Changing how these 

roads function will be essential to boosting economic growth through measures to reduce 

air pollution, improve active travel, public transport and freight journey time reliability, 

improve road safety and support decarbonisation of transport as well as making sure our 

infrastructure will be resilient to future climate change impacts.  Proposals cover key routes 

in all ten GM Local Authorities, and many of these schemes would also improve access to 

potential key development sites in the PfE Plan if adopted. 

Our CRSTS Streets for All programme also includes £63 million of direct investment in an 

Active Travel Package plus additional contributions to Active Travel in other parts of the 

pipeline, to further the development of our Active Travel infrastructure pipeline and with a 

focus on delivering our LCWIP network, which focuses particularly on connector roads and 

high streets into and across our key centres and supporting the delivery of active 

neighbourhoods.  The interventions in this package will focus on delivering the remaining 

committed ambitions of the first approved phase of the MCF Active Travel programme as 

shown in green in Map 4 of our Five-Year Transport Delivery Plan (2021-26) (see below). The 

provision of world-class walking and cycling infrastructure, supported by strong community 

engagement, will be key to delivering our Streets for All vision and our Right Mix targets by 

enabling active travel to become the natural choice for short journeys.   
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Our proposals will enable the delivery of known prioritised schemes which are already 

under development therefore building on the £160 million of investment already committed 

ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ ōȅ Da ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀȅƻǊΩǎ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ CǳƴŘ (funded by Transforming Cities Fund), and a 

further £100 million of anticipated additional investment from Government from direct 

Active Travel Capital Funding. In addition to this direct investment in specific Active Travel 

schemes and programmes, there will be significant additional Active Travel development 

and delivery from the associated CRSTS programmes, notably the £264m bus programme 

and the £210m Streets for All programme, both of which contain significant elements of 

complementary Active Travel, and which have design principles which are LTN 1/20 

compliant. All of this investment will contribute towards our ambition to complete an 1,800-

mile active network within the next ten years.  

Supporting us in delivering Streets for All we also plan to publish a Road Danger Reduction 

Action Plan which will include identifying the scale of funding required for an increase in 

roads policing.  
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Finally, £10 million of the Streets for All Integrated Network Package will be used to 

encourage and accelerate the transition to EVs, demonstrate commitment to EV 

technologies and encourage investment from the private sector, while investment in 

Intelligent Transport Systems will deliver a next generation traffic management and 

monitoring system to support delivery of safe walking and cycling schemes and provide bus 

priority on the network. 

Transport Funding 

Priority 

Impact on CRSTS Objectives 

Growth / Productivity Levelling Up Decarbonisation 

To support levelling 

up via town and city 

centre regeneration 

and opening up 

growth locations with 

Streets for All 

measures, including 

sustaining momentum 

in active travel 

investment. 

VVV 

Strong place-based 

impacts on local 

growth and 

regeneration by 

prioritising schemes 

which improve access 

to town/city centres 

and growth locations. 

Streets for All 

investment will make 

city/town centres 

more attractive places 

for investment. 

VVV 

Very strong impact, 

focus is on a range of 

place-based measures 

to revitalise and level 

up neighbourhoods, 

local centres and 

growth locations.  Will 

create better travel 

options for those 

without a car. 

VV 

These measures are 

key to enabling the 

right-mix and low-

carbon lifestyles, by 

providing sustainable 

access to everyday 

activities. Strong 

impact by enabling 

walking and cycling to 

become the natural 

choice for short 

journeys. 

2.6 Proposals to improve the quality and accessibility of our Bee Network 
passenger facilities  

Our CRSTS proposals include investment in local rail stations and Metrolink stops, Mobility 

Hubs and Interchanges (including £20 million of local contribution). These improvements to 

our passenger facilities across GM will help to deliver a seamless and safe travel experience 

for everyone, building on the standards set by Metrolink and the transport interchange 

programme that was delivered through the GM Transport Fund, which is currently 

progressing a ground-breaking new Interchange at Stockport which brings transport 

interchange, housing and a park together on one site. 

The CRSTS passenger facility proposals are vital to improve access to the Bee Network and 

to transform the customer experience thereby helping to boost public transport patronage.  
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Our proposals focus particularly on improving access to public transport in growth locations 

and in areas which need levelling-up: 

¶ A major redevelopment of the multi-modal interchange in Bury (which is the only town 

centre interchange in GM yet to be redeveloped to modern standards) to transform the 

passenger experience and support town centre regeneration plans. The scheme is being 

developed to be the first operationally carbon neutral interchange in GM.  

¶ Development of mobility hub proposals to support improved interchange between 

existing public transport services and first-mile/last-mile new mobility services, such as 

bike hire, e-scooters and electric car clubs. We will be providing a new Travel Hub for 

the Guided Busway at Tyldesley and a ground-breaking new Mobility Hub at Ancoats in 

the Regional Centre to support low-carbon growth in these locations.  

¶ 5ŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ά!ŎŎŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ !ƭƭέ Ǌŀƛƭ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŎƘŜƳŜǎ (Swinton, Reddish North, 

Hindley, Flowery Fields, Bryn, Newton for Hyde and Levenshulme) plus development of 

the next tranche of schemes, to allow passengers with mobility impairments to access 

the rail network.  

¶ A Station improvements package to unlock land for sustainable housing and to create 

high quality gateways at several stations in Stockport which complements the delivery 

of a new station at Cheadle from the TownΩs Fund, and provision of walking and cycling 

accessibility via a new bridge at Hattersley station. 

¶ A new stations package to deliver a new station and travel hub on the site of the old 

Golborne South station (closed in 1961) on the West Coast Main Line between 

Warrington Bank Quay and Wigan North Western. 

¶ Upgrade of a number of first generation Metrolink stops to enhance the passenger 

experience with accessibility, safety and security and platform ambience improvements.  

¶ Development of new Metrolink and guided busway stop proposals to serve potential 

major new development locations (subject to allocation in the PfE Plan). 
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Transport Funding 

Priority 

Impact on CRSTS Objectives 

Growth / Productivity Levelling Up Decarbonisation 

To improve the 

quality and 

accessibility of our 

Bee Network 

passenger facilities to 

deliver a seamless, 

safe travel experience 

for all. 

VV 

Bury Interchange is a major 

component in regeneration 

of the Town Centre, and 

Mobility Hubs will support 

low-carbon lifestyles in key 

growth areas. 

VVV 

Providing safe 

access to public 

transport for all 

is critical to 

levelling up.  

VV 

Accessible and 

attractive passenger 

facilities are key to 

enabling low-carbon 

lifestyles. 

2.7 Proposals to kick start the next wave of Metrolink extensions 

Our CRSTS proposals include £145 million of investment in expanding the Metrolink 

network.   

Metrolink has been Greater aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŦƭŀƎǎƘƛǇ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ƳƻŘŀƭ ǎƘƛŦǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŎŀǊ ǘƻ 

public transport, and our CRSTS programme builds upon the successful delivery of an 

expanded Metrolink network over the previous decade ς ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tƘŀǎŜ о Ψ.ƛƎ .ŀƴƎΩΣ ǘƘŜ 

Second City Crossing and the Trafford Park Line all delivered on-time and on-budget.   

Evaluation of the Metrolink Phase 3 Programme9 demonstrated that the new lines to 

Rochdale (via Oldham), Ashton, East Didsbury and the Airport have removed 38.8m car 

kilometre per year from our roads, saved 6,700 tonnes of carbon in 2019/20, and 

dramatically improved access to employment, further education and healthcare, with 

particular benefits for the most deprived communities of Greater Manchester.   

CRSTS will enable us to take the next steps in evolving our Metrolink system by:  

¶ developing and delivering a next generation of Metrolink vehicles that are capable of 

tram-train operation on both the Metrolink network and the National Rail network; 

¶ developing current Restoring Your Railways sponsored work to start to deliver a tram-

train pilot between a number of our northern towns and the Northern Gateway 

development area as a Tram Train Pathfinder ς ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭΣ ƛƴ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΣ ΨƭŜǾŜƭ ǳǇΩ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƻƴǳǊōŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ /w{¢{Ωǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ŀƛƳ ǘƻ άƻǇŜƴ ǳǇ 

                                                      

9 Metrolink phase 3 | Transport for Greater Manchester (tfgm.com) 

https://tfgm.com/corporate/metrolink-phase-3
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new areas of the region for employment, leisure and housing, and create real innovation 

in transport to solve problemsέΤ 

¶ complementing Network Rail replacement of the life-expired Greek Street Bridge near 

Stockport Station so that it is future proofed for future tram-train services between 

Stockport and Manchester Airport; 

¶ kick-starting the delivery of the Metrolink Western Leg Airport Terminal 2 extension; and 

¶ developing the next wave of Metrolink extensions, through full development and seeking 

statutory powers for their delivery in the second CRSTS funding cycle (with an immediate 

focus on developing options for potential Metrolink connections to Middleton / Northern 

Gateway, Salford Crescent / Media City and Stockport). 

Transport Funding 

Priority 

Impact on CRSTS Objectives 

Growth / Productivity Levelling Up Decarbonisation 

To kick start the next 

wave of Metrolink 

extensions with the 

Airport Terminal 2 

scheme and 

development work on 

the priorities for future 

extensions 

VVV 

T2 Metrolink extension is 

vital first phase to HS2 

connectivity at the 

Airport, which will have 

significant growth & 

productivity benefits 

VVV 

Continuation of 

Metrolink track 

record of improving 

transport 

connectivity in 

underserved areas 

VV 

Long-term positive 

impact on 

decarbonisation by 

supporting low-

carbon lifestyles. 

2.8 Proposals for development of local transport connectivity to HS2 growth 
areas  

Our CRSTS proposals include £125 million to support development of local transport 

ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŀǘ DaΩǎ ŦƻǳǊ I{н ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ I{н Ŏŀƴ 

be delivered and utilised seamlessly as part of our Bee Network. This would be augmented 

by funding of £38 million for Stockport Station via £20 million from Levelling Up Fund and 

support from Network Rail. 

¢ƻ ƳŀȄƛƳƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ I{нΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ Ŏŀǘŀƭȅǎǘ ŦƻǊ 

Growth, GM has developed a Growth Strategy for Manchester Airport and Piccadilly: The 






































