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URBAN TRANSITIONS MISSION TO PIONEER THE 
PATHWAY TO NET-ZERO

• Greater Manchester has been selected 
as one on 48 cities from 24 countries to 
engage with the Urban Transition 
Mission beginning in 2023

• The Urban Transitions Mission (UTM) is 
a joint effort by GCoM, the European 
Commission, and Joint Programming 
Initiative Urban Europe. 

• It offers an urban net-zero transition 
framework that builds on the 
knowledge and expertise of a Global 
Innovation Alliance of supporting 
partners and organizations together 
with the first-hand experience of cities.

https://www.globalcovenantofmayors.org/press/urban-transitions-mission-launch/


Systemic Challenges To Be Addressed





Cities will strengthen their net-zero visions, 
scale action, and accelerate implementation

• Revise existing climate and 
energy action plans to prioritize 
actions according to scientific 
data and evidence, and bridge 
implementation gaps to reach 
net-zero, based on innovation 
needs.

• Broker access to solutions 
focusing on accelerating 
implementation of technological, 
regulatory, and financial 
solutions.

• Identify and remove red tape to 
test and upscale innovation by 
working with partners in the 
Mission’s Global Innovation 
Alliance to provide support for 
cities to pilot and scale innovative 
solutions

• Accelerate access to dedicated 
R&I funding and capacity 
building to develop sound 
investment plans to existing 
project pipelines, which will be in 
collaboration with national 
governments, private sector and 
global institutions, and Mission 
Innovation partners.

Participating Cities will:



Innovation 
Roadmap
3 Pillars:

1. Innovative urban net-zero 
transition - including the 
development of the Urban 
Transitions net-zero framework
2. Capacity building and 
funding for the net-zero urban 
transition - including the 
creation of a Global Knowledge 
Exchange Centre on emissions 
reduction pathways 
3. Research and innovation 
challenges for the global net-
zero transition 



Participating 
Cities
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